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On Jan. 17, Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, president of the opposition Democratic Revolution Party (PRD),
presented the government with a formal 10-point proposal to guarantee fair elections. According
to Cardenas, the plan requires political parties to reject both corruption and violence. Among other
things, the PRD leader suggested that a special budget be established for electoral commissions,
so that members would be chosen only on the basis of aptitude, honesty and professional merit
rather than appointed randomly. He also requested the use of voting booths in all elections and
asked that voter registration lists be updated in ample time before any election to allow independent
auditors and citizens to review and make the necessary corrections. Next, Cardenas proposed the
creation of a mechanism that would allow national, state and local plebiscites and referendums.
In other electoral news, on Jan. 7, about 90 PRD members from Oaxaca state initiated a march to
Mexico City to demand a solution to post-electoral conflicts in their state. The PRD claims the ruling
Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) committed fraud in at least 23 of the 570 mayoral elections
in Oaxaca in November. On Jan. 17, PRD spokesperson Flavio Sosa Villanueva said party members
began their march to the capital because discussions with Oaxaca state authorities had failed. For his
part, federal deputy and PRD member Salomon Jara Cruz raised the possibility that PRD members
would conduct a hunger strike in front of the Oaxaca governor's palace to make their point. (Source:
Notimex, 01/17/93)
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